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[remain hidden fro\m_ publie knowl-

jedge. :
{ This is without recenl prece-
ident in American weaponry. To
ifind a comparable example, one
imust go hack to the case of thg
Ihigh-flying U-2 espionage planc
irevealed only when Russian misq
isiles brought one down. During
Warld War 11, .secrecy was so
Juyally maintained inside and out-
side the military as to permit]
jsneh  scientific marvels as  thel
§ps~nximil,y-1’usc, radar and sonar
ito eeach the battle arca before
(their existence was even  sus-
ipeted. )

Hagerness To Talk Kvowingly

With the many ilems of weap-
‘ons and equipment which have
heen developed sinee then, save
;only the U-2 in its complete form,
‘one of the postwar bombers, and
now the A-11 in its prototype-
[testing stage, all innovations of
‘vita] importance, have come into
'semi - public  knowledge much|
{sooner than they should. _

Premature”  publicity  about
weapons has been deplored by,
the Pentagon and Congress, but!
not prevented. There are many!
reasons.

First of all, the American!
eagerness  to tallk knowingly,
even if ecrratically, -of something
new and startling was admirably
suppressed during World War 1I.
But in peacetime, or cold-war-

frestraint. _._

low places have shown no such

sional observers. further conceal-
menl is impossible. It would be

Washington, March 2—A gratj.'ast.onishing if the test-flishts have
{ying and surprising aspect ofeluded the wateh of unidentified
Salurday’s Presidential announce-and unwanted
ment of fhe revolutionary A-1ifectly able to see far more than
airplane, now in advanced devel-President
opment, is that go important astatement revealed—such as the
military sceref could for so longplane’s silhouelte, engine-moun-

technicians per-

Johnson's cautious

ting, wing-behavior, rate of ac-
cervleration and climb, and speed
at various altitudes.

All these phenomena are dis-
cernible from a great disiance,
and from them a fully trained
{echnician can dvaw fairly pre-
cise. conclusions. The late Gen-
eral H. . Arnold used to say
that “the day a plane takes the
air, its secrets are known to any
competent onloaker.” Thal appties
not only -lo curious Americans
but to much more inquisitive
foreign agents. And of all places
likely Lo harbor sccret agents the
vicinily of a California air-testing
zone must stand near (he top.

Even though the A-11 secret bas
heen kept so admirably up le
now, when further compleie con-
cealment is arguably futile, (he
marvel still is that il was so.

Seeret Kept By Many

The project got under way dur-
ing President Eisenhower's Ad-
ministration. It: has been known
not only to a considerable num-
her of research people in the

IAir Force, the Lockheed labora-

tories, and several componenls
makers, but in some degree to a
great many skilled workers in
the planls. At least one writer

ifor an aviation publication almost

certainly knew about it, and kepl
silent,

Taclical and strategic plannevs
for the Air Force surely knew
of it, and it is certain that they

. UM 'were obligated to share their
time, many individuals in high or knowledge with the Joint Chiefs

of Stalf and with some of the
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{'joint staff, and with a very few

close-mouthed congressmen, who
ithought best not to have the mat-
iter discussed even in closed com-
mittee sessions. .

The Joint Chiefs and the House

Armed_Services Committee pub-|

addi-ional $40,000,000 for develop-
ing an “‘improved manned infer-
ceplor’ (which Delense Secrefary,
Robert 8. McNamara had said
be d.d not want).

Whetner this “difference” with
MceNamara  was  an elaborate
“cover” to  hide the nalion’s
known progress in developing an
A-11, whose Mach-3 speed sug-
gests possible high value as ‘an
interceptor, is anather of the
conlinuing mysieries which both
President Johnson and lhe Penta-
gon are keaping as mysteries,

Potential Cited

- AL} that is mentionable on stich
poinis — the Penfagon continues
as silent as’ the White llouse—
is iraplicit in the President’s in-
dication thal the' phenomenal new
plans has *potential” for varying
uses, One obvieus potential is as
a reconnaissance plane flying at
heights greater than the U-2 em-
ployed and at speed three times
that of {he U-2, !

The President also spoke en-
couragingly of a potential, in
some allernative design, as the
high-speed commercial liner to
which the United States is com-
mitled, -

The manned interceptor is a
third patential, which to most peo-
ple is wholly conjectural in the
absence of much more knowledge.
Use in that field of aviation nor-
mally calls for high manuever-
ahility, and combining that quality
with Mach-3 speed offers ils prob-
lems, It is cértain that Alr Force
researchers, are pushing very
hard [lor their “improved man-
ned interceptor” whatgver its final
design may be,

Openly stafed is the existence
of 2 plzne which the new engine
pushes at 2,000 miles an hour; and
a hody with new materials cap-
ahle of withstanding the very
high frictional” heat developed at;
such speed. .

Perfectly clear is.this plane’s!
polential for development in any
or all of the three uses men-
tioned. Just as plain is the ability
of the much-abused “military-
industrial complex” to keep an
important secret, when it is im-
portant enough.

SV,
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WASHINGTON, March 2 for a Year—U.S Report jwas disclosing the existence of

‘—Existense of the 2,000-mijc-! o1 1 o it Nl
: R i r ¢ ithe plane “to permit the orde 1y

|an-Lour experimental military, on Airline: Released jexploitation - of Un‘Ls advanced

iplane was announced by thel‘ ft(‘chnology in our military and

I w
be

. ‘knew the plane wds no longer' At the National Security Coun-

a
to

Government should reveal the
plane’s cxistence, since it wag
b
diseussed at a recent mecting

of

hite House last week chiefly!aviation indusiry for at Ieast comincrcial programs,”
tause the  Adwinistrationia year and a half. i, Government sources conceded
itodav that it was also dane

. i . ‘heeause  flight  tests  of the
seeret, informed sources smd;cﬂ mc-ch;:, the f.'lcvt that a plane “make it infeasible to
day. imagazine had nituch of ile story ‘eontinue the policy of complcte
The question of whether theiof the néw Lockliced A-i1 butiseereey.”
had not printed it wos dis-] The Black-Osborne report and
cussed, informed sources hcx.'e;a'"‘“-" 5es of it by almost « dozen
' aid Government agencies  will be
jsaid. o . |considered by the White Houso
the National Scourily Coun-l Although a numbeér of publi-'jn deciding whether and how

coming known anyway, was

cil, these sources said. cations have known parls ofite proceed with the supcrsonic
* |

ta

gram to develop a supersonic Aviation V . T
S ; n Weekk & Space Tech-
airliner, which may fiee {nublel > !

The announcement also seryithe story, the magazine in ques- program.

spur the Government's pro-ltion is “believed to have been| The essente of the report was
deaked Lo reporters last month,

IThe il report was releasod

jwhen Congress js asked o ap-110108Y, a leading industry PUb=/nartly hecause the White House

Ipr
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th
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ith

ove a Government-industry =~ |leation, {believed that it cold be con-
st-sharing plan. Robert B. Hytz, the magazine's sidered in 2 “more orderiy”
In- another action aﬁ'uctingfcditor, said he had tcld thle;Lshion if the wholo thing were
¢ supersonic transport, the Govermment at least cight or|available, Governmeht sources
hite Housc released without nine months ago that his pub-|said.

mment today a study by in-|lication had known about the] Lockheed is one of three air-

vestment bankers . Eugene R. plane for many months. frame companies that have sub-
Black .and Stanley del. Os-| Ho said the magazine believed [mitted preliminary designs and
thorne. The report urges that|thore were “legitimate reasons financing plans to the Federal.

¢ program go ahecad rapidly|for observing secrecy ahout the|Aviation "Agency. in the first

but = reecommends important|A-11, but he asked Government|round of g competition to pick
changes in management, fi-\officials {o let him know if|a builder,
nancing and timing, the sccurity policy regarding| The Government has Indicated

Rumors that an advanced cx-ithe pblanc changed. that Lockheed will gain no

perimental  plane was being| They agreed, bhut the only|great advantage in the super-
built' by the Lockheced Aircraft!notification he received was alsonie race because of its work

{Corporation, which built the U-2 telephond call 10 minufes be-lon the A-11, since A-11 data
jhigh-altitude reconnaissancejfore the President’s news con- will be circulated to all of the
plane, have circulated in theiference on Saturday at whiclhjcompetitors, . .
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